
As we prepare for the future success of the Nebraska Library

Association, we are excited to share the recent steps taken forward

as we complete the goals in the approved 2024 Strategic Plan. These

proposed changes will be voted on at the annual business meeting

at the 2024 Conference in Kearney in October:

Updated membership structure that simplifies registration to two

types: Member and Advocate.

Members will have the opportunity to engage with sections and

round tables of interest as part of their membership with no

additional fees, have voting rights, receive continuing education

opportunities, the best conference discounts, and be eligible for

leadership roles. The proposed Member rate is $75, adding $45

of value with the new ability to participate in all aspects of the

organization!

The Advocate membership is intended for those who want to

support Nebraska libraries, maintain connections with NLA, and

stay informed about library issues. At $40, this is a great way for

library supporters to contribute to NLA’s ongoing advocacy and

continuing education efforts.

We welcome your feedback and questions! You can contact us by

email at nlastrategicplanning@nebraskalibraries.org.
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NLA STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE!
B r e n d a  E a l e y  &  W y a t t  P a c k a r d ,  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e

This newsletter was prepared by the NLA Communications Committee: Shelby Janke, Megan Jensen,

Courtney Kilroy, Melissa Payne. Please submit any and all news to nlacommunications@nebraskalibraries.org.

Current Strategic Planning Committee members include: Becky Baker, Cali Biaggi, Amy
Dissmeyer, Holli Duggan, Lane Gibson, Shelby Janke, Matt Kovar, Wyatt Packard, Lacey
Partlow, Anneka Ramirez, Deb Robertson, Michael Straatmann, and Tammi Thiem.

https://nebraskalibraries.org/images/downloads/NLA_Documents/nla_2024_strategic_plan___approved.docx.pdf
mailto:nlastrategicplanning@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlapresident@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlapresidentelect@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlapresidentelect@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlasecretary@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlatreasurer@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlapastpresident@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlapastpresident@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlaexecutivedirector@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlaexecutivedirector@nebraskalibraries.org
http://nebraskalibraries.org/
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GOLDEN SOWER
SPOTLIGHT
Each month, all year long, we'll spotlight a 2024-2025 Nebraska Golden Sower

nominee from each category in the NLA e-newsletter! In alphabetical order by title,

we'll share a synopsis of the Little Bluestem, Honeybee, and Meadowlark nominees

that Nebraska's young readers will enjoy during the 2024-2025 school year.

Little Bluestem Honeybee Meadowlark

Abdul’s Story Bunnicula: The Graphic
Novel

Ain’t Burned All the Bright

Abdul LOVES to tell
stories, but struggles to
write them down. He
learns that even
superheroes make
mistakes when a special
guest visits his classroom.

Three sentences. Three
hundred pages of art.
This book is a
heartbreaking yet
hopeful manifesto about
what it means to breathe
in America.

Harold the dog and
Chester the cat must find
out the truth about the
newest pet in the Monroe
household—a suspicious-
looking bunny with
unusual habits…and fangs!

by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow
 Illustrated by Tiffany Rose  by James Howe

llustrated by Andrew Donkin

by Jason Reynolds
Illustrated by Jason Griffin

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Abduls-Story/Jamilah-Thompkins-Bigelow/9781534462984
https://sites.google.com/site/nebraskagoldensower/nominees/2024-2025-nominees?authuser=0
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/books/bunnicula-the-graphic-novel-9781534421622.html
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Aint-Burned-All-the-Bright/Jason-Reynolds/9781534439467


EXCALIBUR AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING
PUBLIC LIBRARIAN
Nominations for the 2024 Excalibur

Award open on July 1, 2024! This

award, presented by the Public

Library & Trustees Section, honors

the career accomplishments of a

public librarian who has

demonstrated an outstanding

record of service to their local

library and to the library profession,

especially in the following areas:  

Development of outstanding service in field(s) of expertise, e.g.

reference, children's, technical, administrative

Involvement in statewide library service

Record of library leadership in local community, regional area or in

the Nebraska Library Association

Encouragement of community/institutional support for the library

FURTHER INFO RECENT WINNERS
Nominee must be a member

of PLTS

Nominations are open July

1- August 31, 2024

Submit nominations at

nebraskalibraries.org/PLTS_

Awards

Award is presented at the

NLA annual conference

2022: Pat Leach, Past Director of

Lincoln City Libraries (pictured

above with Sarah Johnson)

2018: Gayle Roberts, Blair Public

Library & Technology Center

2016: Lauran Lofgren, Wayne

Public Library
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From May 31st-June 2nd, a group of over 90 library

professionals from across the country gathered in

Rosemont, IL to discuss the law. Over the weekend,

ALA leaders and guest presenters discussed First

Amendment case law, best privacy practices, CIPA,

copyright laws, and how state library associations

and groups can work with ALA to advocate for

libraries.

Three members of the Nebraska Library

Association’s Advocacy Committee were selected

for this “train the trainers” program, including

Christine Haeffner, Jeralynn Moser, and Wyatt

Packard. This group looks forward to sharing the

information from this program with Nebraska library

workers by leading new training sessions and

continuing to expand the coalition of organizations

advocating for intellectual freedom and the

importance of libraries.

LAW FOR LIBRARIANS: ALA PREPARES 
A NEW CADRE OF TRAINERS
W y a t t  P a c k a r d ,  I n t e l l e c t u a l  F r e e d o m  R o u n d  T a b l e  C h a i r

As always, if you are facing
challenges to library
resources or would like to
discuss an issue related to
access, advocacy, or privacy,
please contact the Nebraska
Library Association’s
Intellectual Freedom Round
Table by email at
nebraskaintellectualfreedom
@gmail.com.

According to the Flatwater

Free Press, Nebraska "lost

nearly 12% of its providers

for kids ages 5 and under

between 2019 and 2023. As

of January, nine counties

didn’t have any licensed

providers."

Quality early childhood edu-

WE CARE FOR KIDS

cation helps families work

and prosper while skilled

educators prepare

children for success in

school and life. Caring

about quality early

childhood education is

how we care for Nebraska. 

NLA is a proud partner of

We Care for Kids. Learn

more here and meet them

at this fall’s NLA

conference in Kearney! 
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https://nebraskacaresforkids.org/about/
https://flatwaterfreepress.org/nebraska-legislature-gutted-funding-from-key-child-care-bills-before-passage/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR28OHOLg-VNexcM4JZN2LeR5hPukpyDCbndMF5bl_32a9A53xmZDMbwGlA_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://flatwaterfreepress.org/nebraska-legislature-gutted-funding-from-key-child-care-bills-before-passage/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR28OHOLg-VNexcM4JZN2LeR5hPukpyDCbndMF5bl_32a9A53xmZDMbwGlA_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://nebraskacaresforkids.org/about/


Click on the retirees’ names to
leave a message of well wishes on

their Online Kudo Boards!

Photo credit: University of Nebraska-Lincoln

FOUR UNL LIBRARIANS RETIRE WITH 142 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Congratulations are in order for

four University of Nebraska-Lincoln

librarians who are retiring this

summer! Dana W.R. Boden, Anita

Breckbill, Judy Diamond, and Joan

Latta Konecky each have over

three decades of service to UNL for

a total of about 142 years.

The librarians’ skill sets and

contributions touched many types

of librarianship, scholarship,

education, and research:

Dana W.R. Boden, Agriculture

Librarian

Anita Breckbill, Head of Music

Library; formerly music

cataloger

Judy Diamond, Curator at the

University of Nebraska State

Museum

Joan Latta Konecky, former

faculty member at the

University of Nebraska Medical

Center
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The Nebraska Library Association

congratulates these individuals for

their impact on academic librarianship!

https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/q3tdWLJn
https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/kGxbhzg7
https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/cSnAxjw2
https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/hctkxSBH


ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE & RESEARCH
LIBRARIES (ACRL) SUMMER WEBCASTS
As Nebraska's local chapter of ACRL, C&U is
pleased to offer free access to ACRL
Webcasts this summer. This opportunity is
only available for current NLA C&U
members.

The next webcast is:
Digital Preservation - Foundations and Theory

Wednesday, July 24, 2024
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Central

Sign up to receive the Zoom link and/or recording by filling out this
Google form - do not register via ACRL! 

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION OFFERING FREE
STATEWIDE REGISTRATION TO UNITED FOR LIBRARIES
All Nebraska public libraries are statewide members of United for
Libraries, a division of the American Library Association. The Nebraska
Library Commission has purchased memberships to ensure that public
library staff members, Friends, Trustees, and Foundations can take
advantage of United for Libraries' services to enhance fundraising,
advocacy, and public awareness.

The Commission is also paying for registration to
the United for Libraries virtual conference!
From July 30-August 1, expert speakers on
current topics facing library Trustees, Friends,
Foundations, and staff who work with them.
Register here for free thanks to our state library!
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfv7BaVdg0TNKj0jN4D_LgYD0yTM9ftdbZiUVxWuYxyDDH-fg/viewform
https://www.ala.org/united
https://www.ala.org/united
https://www.ala.org/united/events_conferences/virtual
https://airtable.com/app8UwsWKzItvRk1S/pagDvJhM5bdB0zJrP/form


JOB OPENINGS
Assistant Library Director

This position requires attention to detail, strong
organizational skills, and a passion for providing
excellent customer service. The ideal candidate will
have experience working in a library or similar
environment.
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Gothenburg Full Time $12-$14.94/hour

Marketing & Communications Specialist I

Lincoln Full Time $18.26-$26.92/hour

Cataloger

The Holdrege Area Public Library is seeking a
Cataloger. The position is extremely detail oriented
and the candidate must be computer literate. 

Holdrege Full Time (35 hrs) Salary unspecified

Columbus

Library Assistant

This position is responsible for a variety of clerical,
computer support, and public contact duties.
Bilingual communication is a plus.

Part Time $15.51-$20/45/hour

Gretna Part Time

Technical Services Library Aide

The Gretna Public Library is seeking 2 caring part-
time Technical Service Aides working 29 hours a
week that will assist visitors primarily at the
Children’s Library.

$15.50/hour

Looking for a change?
Just starting out?
Find more job opportunities at
Now Hiring @ Your Library .

This position develops and implements a marketing
and outreach program for the Talking Book and
Braille Service at the Nebraska Library Commission.
Apply by June 28, 2024.

https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=City-of-Gothenburg&t=Assistant+Director&jk=97ed9db740934ddb&q=Library&xpse=SoAd67I3_G4jK6SKNB0LbzkdCdPP&xfps=b68f12e4-9e5f-4e31-b0f5-20f97600ad75&xkcb=SoB667M3_G4qRYyKHJ0JbzkdCdPP&vjs=3
https://son.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/NebraskaStateCareers/job/Lincoln-Job-Posting/Marketing---Communications-Specialist-I_JR2024-00007033
https://libraries.ne.gov/holdrege/files/2020/05/job-application-form.pdf
https://columbusne.us/Jobs.aspx?UniqueId=94&From=All&CommunityJobs=False&JobID=Library-Assistant-Part-Time-Public-Libra-452
https://www.gretnane.org/Jobs.aspx?UniqueId=97&From=All&CommunityJobs=False&JobID=PartTime-Technical-Services-Children39s--89
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/nowhiring/jobscareers.aspx
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Section Chairs

College & University 
Cali Biaggi

nlacandu@nebraskalibraries.org

Public Library & Trustee 
Monica Tidyman

nlaplts@nebraskalibraries.org

School, Children's & Young Peoples 
OPEN

nlascyp@nebraskalibraries.org

Round Table Chairs

Intellectual Freedom (IF)
Wyatt Packard

nlaif@nebraskalibraries.org

New Members 
Lacey Partlow

nlanmrt@nebraskalibraries.org

Technical Services 
Joyce Melvin

nlatsrt@nebraskalibraries.org

Board Representatives

MPLA Councilor

Michael Straatmann

nla-mpla@nebraskalibraries.org

AFCON Representative

Wyatt Packard

nla-afcon@nebraskalibraries.org

ALA Councilor

Amy Dissmeyer

nla-ala@nebraskalibraries.org

Committee Chairs

Advocacy - Deb Robertson
nlaadvocacy@nebraskalibraries.org

Auditing - Amy Dissmeyer
nlaauditing@nebraskalibraries.org

By-Laws & Handbook - Lane Gibson
nlabylaws-handbook@nebraskalibraries.org

Communications - Shelby Brodersen
nlacommunications@nebraskalibraries.org

Elections - Holli Duggan
nlaelections@nebraskalibraries.org

Finance - Holli Duggan
nlafinance@nebraskalibraries.org

Professional Development - Tammi Thiem
nlaprofdev@nebraskalibraries.org

Scholarship & Awards - Lisa Mount
nlascholarships@nebraskalibraries.org

Interest Groups

Tiny & Mighty
Joy Kyhn

nlatiny&mighty@nebraskalibraries.org

Interested in committee leadership? Contact Tammi.VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Diversity 
Lane Gibson

nladiversity@nebraskalibraries.org

CONTACT INFO

mailto://nlacandu@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlaplts@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlascyp@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlaif@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlanmrt@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlatsrt@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nla-ala@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlaauditing@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto://nlacommunications@nebraskalibraries.org
mailto:nlatiny%26mighty@nebraskalibraries.orglibraries.org
mailto:nlapresident@nebraskalibraries.org

