
Last month, library professionals, advocates, and supporters closely

monitored LB441 in the Nebraska Legislature. This bill, resurrected

from 2023 and introduced by Sen. Joni Albrecht (Thurston, NE),

would have removed librarians and K-12 educators from the class of

protected professions when being charged for providing “obscene”

materials. Simply put, LB441 would criminalize librarians for

providing information deemed inappropriate by few in power.

On March 20, which happened to be NLA’s annual Advocacy Day,

Senators completed an eight-hour General File filibuster on LB441

that stretched over three days. With Nebraska library workers and

advocates in the balcony, the Legislature failed to reach a filibuster-

ending cloture vote.  We applaud the Senators who spoke on behalf

of our profession, ethics, and Nebraskans’ right to information.
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2024 Outstanding Library Volunteers

Carol Vlasin

Pictured with Senator Tom BrandtCrete Public Library

Carol has volunteered at the Crete Public
Library for over five years and was nominated
by Library Director Joy Stevenson. She takes
care of rather mundane tasks with ease and

good cheer, such as weeding, mastering
software like Apollo and OCLC, labeling books
by genre and age, cleaning up patron files, and

assisting with the Summer Reading Program. 

Homebound Delivery Drivers
nominated by Susie Cartwright & Chris Dierks

Grand Island Public Library

Fifteen years ago, the Grand Island bookmobile
service was discontinued, and the library needed
to serve the patrons who had no way to visit the

library in-person. With generous support from
volunteers, homebound delivery was made

possible. Lorry Dinkelman, Steve and Leanne
Morris, and Diana Callahan serve these patrons by

reliably delivering library materials on a monthly
basis, to much appreciation and gratitude.

Ann Sedlacek

nominated by Brooke ZarcoFriends of Blair Public Library

Ann Sedlacek (not pictured) helped start the
Friends of the Library in Blair 40 years ago in 1984.

Over the years, she has served as secretary,
treasurer, and member-at-large. For decades, she’s

assisted with organizing events, book sales, and
helping librarians with programming. Ann helped

the group stay the course throughout COVID
restrictions; the group is accumulating members

again and sponsoring more projects at the library.
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2024 Outstanding Library Volunteers

Carol Vlasin

Pictured with Senator Tom BrandtCrete Public Library

Kailee began volunteering at the Lincoln City
Libraries Bess Dodson Walt Branch in May 2014

as a middle school student. She uses a
wheelchair and is nonspeaking, communicating

through sign-language, gestures, and a
communication﻿ board that has even come in
handy during the Summer Reading Program.

Kailee’s mother, Kendra, helps her with the 300
volunteer hours she has dedicated to the Walt

Branch over the last ten years.Kailee Moorhead

nominated by Deanne Johnson
Lincoln City Libraries

Scott Young
nominated by Matt Hier

Nebraska Library Commission

Even in retirement from KFOR and the Food Bank of
Lincoln, Scott continues using his talents to

improve the lives of others. He volunteers at the
Talking Book & Braille Service each week, using his

unmistakable voice to narrate books and
magazines for those unable to use print. Scott

embodies everything one looks for in a volunteer:
dedication, talent, wisdom, and generosity.

Pamela Morriss
nominated by Shaun Klee

Grand Island Public Library

In recent years, libraries have increasingly become

a community center that is more than just books.

Public libraries now have video games, board

games, Makerspaces, appliances, and even seeds.

Now, in times of rising costs and food insecurity,

people turn to the library even more as an

affordable resource. The Grand Island Public

Library Seed Library—now starting its third year—

owes its success to volunteer Pamela Morriss.
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C&U/TSRT SPRING MEETING

The NLA College & University
Section/Technical Services Round
Table Joint Spring Meeting will be
held on Wednesday, May 22, at
Doane University in Crete, NE. A
virtual attendance option will also
be offered. Registration information
and more details coming soon.

Artificial intelligence isn’t the only AI
in the world of libraries! Your library
is probably doing something
inspiring, innovative, and awesome
in the area of archives, access
services, acquisitions, instruction,
interlibrary loan, information
literacy…. The list goes on. Here’s
your chance to share your AI with
the Nebraska academic library and
technical services community!

The Joint Program Committee invites
proposals for 50-minute presentations
and15-minute lightning rounds (3
rounds in one session), on any aspect
of academic or technical services
librarianship which addresses the
conference theme or is related to the
theme in some way. 

This call for proposals is open, so
membership in C&U or TSRT is not
required to present. Do you know of
something interesting or exciting your
colleagues are doing? Share this call
with them and encourage them to
submit! Please submit your proposals
no later than 8am on Monday, April
15. You will be notified of acceptance
by Wednesday, April 24.
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All-Inclusive AI: All the Awe-Inspiring Access, Archives, Acquisition and Ingeniously Innovative
Instruction, Interlibrary Loan, and Information Literacy Initiatives in Nebraska Libraries

CLICK TO
REGISTER
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THE NLA CONFERENCE IS BACK!
Meet us in Kearney this October to
convene with Nebraska’s largest
network of library professionals! 

This year, we are celebrating the fact
that Nebraska libraries are for
everyone. Our industry will Thrive
Together as we learn about:

Community building
Organizational excellence
Intentional advocacy work
Diversity, equity, and inclusion

NLA invites submissions that embrace
this theme, seeking a multitude of
voices that can share knowledge and
contribute lived experiences towards
an understanding of how to face
challenges and capitalize on
opportunities that face our profession.

submit a conference
proposal by may 27!
Please use this form to
submit a Preconference or
Conference presentation
proposal for the 2024 NLA
Conference: Thrive
Together. 

Have an idea but need
more contributors? Check
out this networking sheet to
brainstorm ideas.

Questions? Review the FAQ,
or contact Lane Gibson at
nlapresidentelect@
nebraskalibraries.org.
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GOLDEN SOWER VOTING

Interested in volunteering? Email Samantha Rundle at
nlagoldensower@nebraskalibraries.org.
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 Ends April 15!!
Picture Books (Little Bluestem)

Chapter Books (Honeybee)     

Novels(Meadowlark)

Click the QR
Code

Below to 

Vote!

Read Four From One Category and Vote For Your Favorite!

https://sites.google.com/site/nebraskagoldensower/nominees/submit-your-votes?authuser=0
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JOB OPENINGS
Library Service Supervisor and Associate

Lincoln City Libraries has two openings at the Walt
and Bennett Martin branches. Both positions are
eligible for insurance benefits. Interested applicants
are encouraged to apply even if they do not meet all
preferential skills, knowledge, and experience.
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Lincoln Full Time Stated in job descriptions above

Part-Time Library Clerk

The Morton-James Public Library seeks an enthusiastic
person with excellent customer service, computer,
organizational and communication skills. This contract
ends by September 30, 2024.

Nebraska City Seasonal $12/hour, 29 hours weekly

Library Programming Coordinator
Are you a Library Science professional looking for a
new rewarding and creative opportunity? Apply for the
City of Blair’s full-time Library Programming Coordinator
to engage and inspire Library patrons of all ages!

Blair Full Time  w/ Benefits $19.98-$26.03/hour

Columbus

Library Office Associate

Work involves the performance of clerical duties using
independent judgment based on knowledge gained
through work experience. The position is 28 hours per
week and will include day, evening and weekend hours.

Part-time $18.61-$25.15/hr, 28hr/week

York Part-time/Permanent

Library Assistant II
Kilgore Memorial Library is seeking a Library Assistant to
perform a variety of tasks to promote patron engagement
services for all ages. This position requires working
evening and Saturdays, reporting to the Public Service
Coordinator.

Starting at $15.50/hr

Looking for a change?
Just starting out?
Find more job opportunities at
Now Hiring @ Your Library .

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/lincolnne/jobs/4451412/library-service-supervisor-walt-branch
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/lincolnne/jobs/4452623/library-service-associate-40-hours-per-week-bennett-martin-public-library
https://nebraskacityne.gov/city-departments/job-openings/
https://blairnebraska.isolvedhire.com/jobs/1150143
https://www.columbusne.us/Jobs.aspx?UniqueId=94&From=All&CommunityJobs=False&JobID=Library-Office-Associate-Part-Time-Publi-443
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/nh/jobbank/JobShow.asp?JobID=7710
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/nowhiring/jobscareers.aspx
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Section Chairs

College & University 
Cali Biaggi

nlacandu@nebraskalibraries.org

Public Library & Trustee 
Monica Tidyman

nlaplts@nebraskalibraries.org

School, Children's & Young Peoples 
OPEN

nlascyp@nebraskalibraries.org

Round Table Chairs

Intellectual Freedom (IF)
Wyatt Packard

nlaif@nebraskalibraries.org

New Members 
Lacey Partlow

nlanmrt@nebraskalibraries.org

Technical Services 
Joyce Melvin

nlatsrt@nebraskalibraries.org

Board Representatives

MPLA Councilor

Michael Straatmann

nla-mpla@nebraskalibraries.org

AFCON Representative

Wyatt Packard

nla-afcon@nebraskalibraries.org

ALA Councilor

Amy Dissmeyer

nla-ala@nebraskalibraries.org

Committee Chairs

Advocacy - Deb Robertson
nlaadvocacy@nebraskalibraries.org

Auditing - Amy Dissmeyer
nlaauditing@nebraskalibraries.org

By-Laws & Handbook - Lane Gibson
nlabylaws-handbook@nebraskalibraries.org

Communications - Shelby Brodersen
nlacommunications@nebraskalibraries.org

Elections - Holli Duggan
nlaelections@nebraskalibraries.org

Finance - Holli Duggan
nlafinance@nebraskalibraries.org

Professional Development - Tammi Thiem
nlaprofdev@nebraskalibraries.org

Scholarship & Awards - Lisa Mount
nlascholarships@nebraskalibraries.org

Interest Groups

Tiny & Mighty
Joy Kyhn

nlatiny&mighty@nebraskalibraries.org

Interested in committee leadership? Contact Tammi.VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Diversity 
Lane Gibson

nladiversity@nebraskalibraries.org
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